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ftruck near "Nanlmch in Chefhin : ^'le Title of the BOok l>e ing, 
ytnatome Pueride'CalotaHi: fuch Relations, when truly made, 
well defcrving to be carefully recorded for farther Confide- 
ration. 

Of fome Books latelj puhlijh't. 

RELATIONS OF DIVERS CVRIOVS VOTA. 
CES^hy MonJ. Thevemt' the third; Towas, in French. This Book 
contains chiefly^ the Ambaffie of the Dutch into Chhin , tra nfla« 
ted out of the Dutch rtiaiiufcript : A Geographical dcfcrip. 
rion of China, tranflated out of a Chiuefe Author by Martiniut : 
And the Account, which the Diredtors of the Dutch Eaft-India 
Conapany made to the States General, touching the ftate of 
affairs in the Eall- Indies, when their late Fleet parted from 
thence. To touch fome things of a Geographical and Vhilo- 
fophical nature, contained therein, we fhall take notice j 

I. How.the Kingdom of China is peopled,- there being ac-. 
cording to the bcfh computation ('which is there made with 
fingular care) above 58 millions of Men , not counting Magi- 
ftrates, Soldiers, Priefts, Eunuchs, Women and Children ; fa 
that it may not be altogether ftrangc.if one lliould affirm,there 
weire 200 millions of people^of all forts,in that Kingdom. 

z, ThziCatay is nothing elfe^but the Six Northern Provinces 
o^ china, feparated from the other M«2 , by the great River 
Kl J NGs and that the City Cambalu is the fame with that of 
Peking: theTartars, who carry every three years their Tribute 
to the Emperor ofChina^ conftaiitly calling the faid Provinces 
2nd City by thofe names of Catay, and Cumbalit. 

c^. That china h fo well furniflic with Rivers , and cut Chan- 
nels , that men may go from the moft Southern to the moft 
Northern part thereof by water, except one daies journey » as 
the Dutch AmbafTadours did, embarking at Canton , which is 
25 d, 48 m. Northern Latitude, and landing at Fe^ng,whlc\ih 
about 40 d i having only travclfd one daies journey over fome 
Mountains of the Province Kiamlt. 
4. That the people of Chim are exceeding induftrious Huf, 
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bandmenjmaktng.among other waies of Improving their CoiU, 
great ufe of Flouding. 

J-. That the Phyfciansoi China do cure SicknefTes'with niucli 
cafe, and in a fliort time; That they have very ancient Books 
of the nature and vertues of Herbs , Trees and Stones : That 
their Modern Phyficians ( as well as their Ancient ones did) 
write of the Proguofticks, CaufeSjEffcCtb.GJ^-. of Difeafes.Thac 
their Remedies confift for the molt part oi Simples andDeco- 
UionSy Cauteries, FriUions; without the ufe of Bloud-leUing:1 hac 
they have fuch an excellent skill and method in feeling the 
Tulfe > that by the means thereof they difcovcr even the muft: 
latent caufes of Difeafes 5 taking a good half hour, when they 
vific a Patient, in feeling and examining his Pulle : That they 
prefcribe much the ufe oiThe-^ and the drinking ahvayes 
warrae, whatever they drink ; To the cuftome of both which 
it's imputed , that the inhabitants of- China do fpit very little, 
nor are fubjedtto theStoneor Gout : That they prife highly 
the Root Ginfena, as an extraordinary Reftorative and Cbrdi- 
all, recovering frequently with it agonizing perfon? >• one 
pound of it being paid with 3 pounds of filver. As for their 
Chymifis , (of which they have alfo good flore ) they go be- 
yond ours, promifing not only to make Gold, but to give Im- 
mortality. 

(f. That their Nc^z'/f(y is raifed from Learning and Know- 
ledge, without regard to Bloud or Parentage, excepting the 
Royall Family . 

7. That in CHE KIAN,3. maritime Province, whence is the 
fliortefl: cut oi China to Japan, is the beft and" plentifuUefl Sil^ 
trade in the world : And that there every year the Mulberries 
are cutt, and kept down, that they grow not into Trees, for the 
cafier gathering of the Leaves j there being a doable Silk-har- 
veft in that Gountry, as there is in feverall other parts of the 
Eafb-indie$; ( both which there is hope, will fliortly be imi- 
tiled in Firpnia. ) 

8. That the way of making Porcelane is thii : {Which is the ra» 
ther inferted here^becaufeit agrees [0 weH ivith an jfccount, we rscei' 
ved a Tohile'fince from a very Ctmous and intiUigent Terjon of Am- 
flerdam, ) There is in the Province of A^^w^w aTown, call'd 
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GoefifoU whence they draw the Earth fotPsreeUme, which is 
found between t/ie Rocks of Mountains. This Earth they beat 
very fmall, and ftamp it to a very fine Powder, and then put ic 
into Tubs fill'd with water; where the fineft part finks to the 
bottoin. Afterwards 'tis kneaded in the form ot fmall Cubes.of 
the weight of about ^.Catti{a. Catti being 20 Ounces. ) Thefe 
pieces thus wrought are fold to the people 5 that commonly in 
great numbers fetch them , coming from the Town S'mtefimo 
(otherwifeyfl«/io«J in the Province of K^anfy^ being about fo 
miles diftaut froui Wotfing , neer the City j^l /[ T^ST; which 
people traafport tiiem to their homes, and there bake them i» 
this manner: They heat their Ovens well, for the fpace of i j- 
daies fucceflivcly , and then keep them fo clofe , that no Air 
may get in j and after 15 oiber daies are pafs'djthey open the 
Oven in the prefence of an Officer, who takes every fifth vei- 
fcl of each faihiou for the fervice of the Emperor : Which done, 
the reft is fold to thofe oiVeienien^ whence it is tranfported all 
over the Country. So that the Earth is not: prepared,in NanJ^n, 
where 'tis found, becaufe the people of that Province have not 
the skill of working ir, as the other above-mention'd ; who al- 
io alone have the Art of coloring it, which they keep as a great 
Secret, not teaching it to any, but their Children and next 
Kindred. 

9»That Ai«/^ is nothing elfe, but the Tefticks of a Beaft 
like a Dear, found in the Province of Henan -, and that , when 
tis good and unmixt, as it comes from the Animal/, they fell it 
even in 'Nankin and Pekiii^iot 30. or 55. Teyh (that is, about fo 
many Crowns) the Catti, <-'f ^''.^^' 

Many other curious informations might be borrow'd from 
this Author, concerning the Cuftoms,Studies, Exercifes of the 
Chinefep of the number of the people of each Province »• of 
the Natural produdions of the Earth and Rivers there > of the 
Strudlure and Antiqufty of their Wall 5 of the Magnificence 
oft^hcir Porcelain-Tower C^c J but, remitting for thefe things 
to the Book it felf,we (hal only add a piece of Oeconomy,ufed 
by the ^o-^^aW-Merchants in their Commerce with China; which 
is, that they dry abundance of Sage-leaves , role them up, and 
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prepare them like TJe,and carrying k to €btna,z% a rare droguej 
get for one pound of it, fourtimes as much The^ 



A DISCOVRSE ABOVr THE CAVSES OF THE 
IlSIVNDATION OF THE N IL E,m Freneh. Ths Anthoro^ 
this Book is Monficur dela Cbambre,v/ho being pcrfwaded from 
fevcral CircumftanceSj that accompany the Overflowing of 
this River, that it cannot proceed from Rain, ventures to af- 
fign foraCaufeof ?>, and of all the other efFedts that happen 
at the time of its fweUing, the iV/V^r, wherewith that water a- 
bounds. 

The difcourfe having fix parts, the Author endeavours to 
fliew in the 

Virfi, that the Waters of the JSIile are Nitron3,explicating the 
Nature of Salt, and Saltpeter, and imputing the fertility of the 
Earth, as well as the fecundity of Animals, to Salt. Where he 
fliews, that all thing?, that ferve to improve Land, are full of 
Salt; and that 'tis obferv'd, that grain fteep'd in Vrine^before 
fowing, rifes fooner, and becomes fuller and ftronger, than 
elfe. Adding, that that, which renders the Seed of Animals 
prolifick, b, that one of the Spermatich^ veins hath its Originc 
from the Emulgent, through which the Nitrou? and Saline Sero- 
fities.that difchargc themfelves into the Kidneys and Bladder, 
do pafs. 

In ihc Second, he cxamfus, whatis FerraentationjandhqW 
'tis perform'd 5 affirming, that, what thrufts forth Plants in the 
Spring, is,that the Earth being fermented by theMffr, it har- 
bours, the Nitrous fpirits infinuate themfelves into their pores. 

In xhcThirdhc treats of all the Circumftances, obfcrvable in 
the Inundation of the Nile. 'Tis affirm'd , that 3 or 4 days 
before that River begins to overflow, all its water is troubled : 
that then there falls a certain Dew, which hath a fermenting 
vcrtue, and leavens a Paftcexpofed to the Air: that the Mud, 
which has been drawn out of the water, grows heavier, when 
the overflowing begins, then it was before, and chat by the in- 
crcafe of the weight of that Mud, they Judge of the greatnefs 
pfthe approaching inundation. The Author pretends, thac 
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tl;e Niter, which the Nile is ftored with, is the caufe of all thefe 
ftra'rge efFedis, andof many others, by him allcdged. For, 
fahh he, when the Nitre is heated by the heat of the Sun, it fer- 
raeuts, and mingh'ng with the water, troubles it, and fwells it, 
and makes it pafs beyond. its banks 3 after the fame manner, as 
the Spirits in new W/ae render it troubled, and make it boyle 
in the vciTel- Aad it feems not likely to him, that the Mud, 
found ia the Nile, fliould ceme a far offj for then it would at 
lalt To raifc the,banksof this River, that it would not be able to 
overflow them any losger. Whereas 'tis more than 2000 years, 
that the banks thereof are not grown higher, there being now 
requifite but 16. cubits for overflowing the Land, no more 
than there was in the time oiHerod$tus. Which fiicws, faith he ^ 
that this Mud is nothing but a volatilTVzVer, which exhaling,doth 
notincreafethe Earth. As for the ^^^/-/zaa Dew, and the in- 
creafe of the weight of the Mud, he adfcribes them to the fame 
Caufe. For, the fpirits of Nitre abounding in the A%, when 
r.'ifed into the- Air with the vapors, that exhale continually 
from this River, there is made out of their mixture, a Dew, 
that refreflaes the Air, makes iicknefs to ccafe, and produces 
all thofe admirable effedls, that make the y£^yptiavs wifli for 
it fo pafSonately. And the fame fpirits of Niter,being joyn- 
ed to thePafte, and tcf the Mud, raife the one, and augment 
the weight of the other. That, which Mr. Bam^i/w obferves, 
that at the time of this inundation, the Niter-pits of the neigh- 
bouring places vomit out liquid Niter, and thatorie may fee 
ifllie.out of the Earth abundance of Chryflrals of Nitre, isal- 
ledged to fortify this conjecture ; Which is yet more confirm'd 
by theFertiIity,,communicatcd to the Earth by the Mud of this 
River. For, plaiits do grow there in fuch abundance, that 
they would choak one another, if it were not remedied by 
throwing Sand upon the Fields j infomuch that the Mgvptiant 
mufl: take as much pains to fpread Sand to leflen the fatriefs of 
their Land, as other Nations do, to fpread dang or other ma- 
nure upon theirstoincreafe the fatnefs. 

In theFourthzndi! Fifth, the Author undertakes to prove, that 
all thofe ftrangeeffedis cannot be attributed to Rain or Snow, 
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and cha.t.the ovQi^owiijgof tlw Nik always jiappens acd certain 
day. 

In the La/?, he alledgesfome Relations, ferving to confirm 
his Opinion : Whiih arfe too Idng here to infift upon. 



DR PRJNCIPIIS ET RATlOCINydTlONE 
GEO METRAKV Alt, Contra Fajlum ProfeJJbrum Geemetriie', 
Autliore Tboma Hobbes. Ic feems, that this Author; is angry 
with all Geometricians, bufhimfelf; yea he plainly faith in the 
dedicatidn of his Book, that he invades the rvba'e t<Iatihh ofihem; 
and unwiUing, it feems, to be cali'd to an" accountfor doing fo, 
f/if will acknowledge no judge of /^// Age » but is full of 
hopes, iliat pofterity will proi>ouncc fbrliita. Mean while he 
ventures to advance this Dilemma- Eorum qui de i'ifdem rchus 
mecum. aliquid eeHcieruni^ aut.folus infanio E^o^autfolus non itifanio; 
iertium enim nonej}, niji (^qttoddicet forte aliqnis ) infaniamtis cm' 
net. Doubtlefs.one of thefe will be granted him. 

As to the Book it felf, he profeffes, that he doth not write 
it againft Geometry, but Geometers s and that his defig;n in it is, 
to fhew.That there is no lefs uncertainty and falfity in the writ- 
ings o( Mathematicians, than there is in thofe of iV«/:aM/{/?/j 
Moralijls, 5cc. though he'pdgesjlnt Phy//cJ^fyEthic}j, Politic]^ , 
if they were well demonftratcd, would be ascertain as the 
Mathematickf. 

Attacking the Mathematical Prniciplcs as they are fouiid in 
Books, and withall fome Demonftrations^he takes to task Euclid 
himfelf, inftead of all, as the Mafter of all Geometricians, and 
with him his beft interpreter,- CUvius, examining in the .pirjl 
plzcc, the Principles of Ericlid: Secondly, Declaring falfe, what 
is fuperftrud:ed upon them, whether by Euclid, or Clavius, or 
any G^ow^^^rwhatfoever that hath made ufe of thofe or other 
( as he is pleafed to entitle them) falfe Principles. Thirdly, Pre- 
tending, thathe means fo to combat alljboth Principles and De- 
mdnftratioDS, undertaken by him, as thathe will fubflitutC' bet- 
ter in their room, leaft he fliould fcem to undermine the Sci- 
ence it-seife> 
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The particulars, which he undertakes to reformjare 



f unburn: 

Lima, 

Terminus, 

Lima ReSia. 

Superficies. 

Superficiei Termini, 

Superficies Plana, 

AngulusC Where he is large 

upon theAngulusCofjta^us.') 

Petitio prima Elem, i. Eu- 

clidis: 
Ratio. 



Radix isf Latus. 

Prop.i6.El.'^. 

Dimenfio Circuit. 

Magnitudo Circuit Uugemna, 

Se5iio Anguli. 

Ratioy quam habd reSia com^ 
pofita ex Radio isf Tangente 
"^o.grad^ad Radium ipfiim^ 

Propof^j^. Ekm.T, Demon- 
ftratio, 

Addita eft Appendix de Mediis 

I proportionalibus in genere, 

POVRTRAITVRE OF 



KING SALOMONS 
OLD AGE; by John Smith.M.D. This TreatiTe being a P^z- 
lofophkal DiicomCe, though upon a 5acrf^Therae,may certain- 
ly claim a place amoag Vhilofophical Tranfadiions. Not here to 
mention the many other learned Notes, this Worthy Author 
gives upon that Hieroglypliical Defcription of Old Age, made 
by that Royal Pen-man oU'^ccleJiajles, cap. 1 3. We fliall ojiely 
take notice of that furprizingly Ingenious one.there to be met 
with, concerning the Antiquity of the Dodrine of the Blood'i 
Circulation : King Salomon,vjho lived neer 27 00 years agocjufing 
fuch expreffions^as may,to a confidering Reader, very probably 
denote the fame Dodrine, which the Sagac»ons hr. Harvey has 
of late years fo happily brought to light, and introduced into 
all the moft Ingenuous Societies of Learned men : The Pitcher, 
raention'd in the quoted place.being Interpreted for the Veinss^ 
and the Fountain.iov the 7{ight Ventricle of the Hearty as the C/- 
prn for theLeft^thetVhee/e, there fpoken off, manifeftly im- 
porting a r?>caf/«;^wi, made by the Great Jrtery with its Bran- 
ches,the principal Inftrument thereof. 

Printed with Licence for 'John Martyn,znd James Alkjirj^ 
Printers to the Royai Society. 1666. 



